IMTELL  LIBRARY 

ETON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
For  the  Year  1925. 


Colnbrook, 

March,  1926. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Eton  Rural  District  Council: 


Gentlemen  : 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Health 
Report  for  the  Year  1925. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  41,005  Acres. 

Population  30,400 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (about)  6,650 

Number  of  families  or  separate 
occupiers  (about)  7,250 

Rateable  Value  £ 281,787 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  £ 1,113 

Extracts  from  vital  statistics  for  the  year. 

Births,  legitimate  285  males 

" n 255  females 

” illegitimate  10  males 

” " 15  females 


295  males  270  females 
Deaths  from  all  causes  163  males 

143  females 

3 Deaths  have  occurred  in  consequence  of,  or  following 
child  birth. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the 
year  from  any  one  disease. 
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Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Males  10. 


Females  12. 


Causes  of  Death.  M.  F. 


All  Causes 

163 

143 

1. 

Whooping  cough 

6 

2 * 

Influenza 

7 

4 

3. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 

system 

4 

10 

4. 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

1 

1 

5. 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

17 

19 

6 . 

Rheumatic  fever 

1 

7. 

Diabetes 

1 

8. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  &c . 

7 

8 

9 . 

Heart  disease 

24 

27 

10. 

Arterio-selerosis 

5 

4 

11. 

Bronchitis 

9 

10 

12  . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

10 

7 

13. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

4 

14. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or 

du  odenum 

5 

15. 

Diarrhoea,  &c . (under  2 years) 

1 

16. 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

2 

17. 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

18. 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

9 

4 

19  . 

Puerperal  sepsis 

2 

20. 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 

of  pregnancy  and  parturition 

1 

21. 

Congenital  debility  and 

malformation,  premature 
birth 

4 

8 

22  . 

Suicide 

2 

3 

23. 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

9 

2 

24. 

Other  defined  diseases 

39 

27 

(Total 

10 

11 

Deaths  of  Infants  ( 

under  1 year  (Illegitimate 

- 

1 

Total  Births 

295 

270 

Legitimate 

285 

255 

Illegitimate 

10 

15 

Population 

30,400 

General  provision  of  health  services  in  the  area. 
Tuberculosis . 

There  is  a dispensary  in  Slough,  attended  by  the  County 

Tubercular  Officer,  to  which  cases  in  this  area  are  sent, 

2 . 


2 . Mate rnity _ and  Children . 

The?e  is  no  special  hospital  for  these  cases,  but  the 
following  villages  have  Welfare  Centres  - Colnbrook,  Wraysbury, 
Langley,  Datchet , Stoke  Poges,  Boveney,  and  Burnham. 

The  Medical  Officers  attending  these  Centres  report  that  the 
attendances  are  very  satisfactory. 

3 . Fever . 

No  arrangements  are  made  for  Nursing  Infectious  cases  in  the 
Homes.  There  is  an  Isolation  Hospital  at  Cippenham,  which 
accomodates  normally  20  Scarlet  Fever  and  16  Diptheria  patients., 
there  are  8 beds  for  Spotted  Fever,  and  Enteric.  When 
circumstances  compel,  a far  larger  number  of  patients  can 
be  admitted. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I record  the  completion 
of  the  building  operations  which  will  double  the  accomodation, 
both  for  patients  and  staff;  moreover.  Wards  are  provided 
where  fresh  admissions  can  be  watched  and  diagnosed  before 
being  placed  in  the  large  wards  as  definite  Scarlet  fever  or 
diptheria.  As  a few  very  indefinite  cases  are  sent  in,  this 
will  allow  their  immediate  discharge  directly  the  diagnosis 
of  non  infectious  disease  is  made,  instead  of  as  hitherto, 
being  compelled  to  keep  the  patient  the  full  detention  period 
owing  to  contact  with  inmates.  This  will  undoubtedly  be 
a marked  saving  of  expense . 

The  Motor  Ambulance  Service  continues  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

4.  Small  Pox. 

This  Authority  has  a hospital  at  Old  Windsor,  which  is  kept 
entirely  for  the  reception  of  small-pox  cases. 

5 . General  Hospital . 

Most  of  the  cases  requiring  treatment  are  sent  to  King  Edward  VII 
Hospital  at  Windsor. 

6 . Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority . 

There  are  one  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
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two  Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  work  of  these  Inspectors 
includes,  under  Scavenging  Orders,  - Pretroleum  Act,  and 
Canal  Boat  Act . 

There  is  no  provision  made  for  Home  Nursing,  by  this  Authority, 
but  the  majority  of  the  villages  in  the  area,  are  provided 
with  District  Nurses. 

7 . Laboratory  Work. 

Vaccine,  Sera  and  emergency  drugs  are  kept  in  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  All  bacteriological  work  is  done  by  contract  with 
the  Clinical  Research  Association.  Water  analysis  I do 
myself.,  23  samples  were  reported  upon  during  the  year  by 
me,  and  three  were  sent  to  the  Laboratory  in  Town  for  further 
reports . 

Adoptive  Acts  & By  Laws  in  Force  in  the  Eton  Rural  District. 

Adoptive  Acts.  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act.  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  pt:3. 

Bye  Laws.-  Slaughter  Houses. 

New  Streets  & Buildings. 

Cleansing  of  Footways. 

Removal  of  Refuse  . 

Cleaning  of  Privies. 

Regulations.  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  & Milkshops . 

8 • Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water.  The  following  Parishes  are  provided  with  Water 
from  mains  - Datchet,  Iver,  Langley,  Burnham,  Eton  Wick, 
Farnham,  Gerrard’s  Cross,  Hitcham  and  Taplow.  The  remaining 
Parishes  are  supplied  by  wells  and  pumps.  From  all  the 
latter  frequent  samples  of  the  water  used  are  taken  and 
analysed.  During  the  year  no  instance  of  contamination 
was  discovered. 

Drainage  & Sewerage. 

The  following  villages  are  on  main  drainage  system,  Iver, 
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Langley,  Burnham  and  Gerrard’s  Cross.  In  the  remaining 
Parishes  the  sewage  is  dealt  with  by  cess-pools  and  soak-aways. 

This  year  has  seen  the  purchase  of  a motor  cess-pool  emptier 

% 

in  the  Datchet  Parish.  This  machine  has  been  working  most 
successfully,  and  meets  every  demand. 

Scavenging . 

The  following  Parishes  are  dealt  with  under  the  scavenging 
order,  Datchet,  Fulmer,  Horton,  Iver,  Langley,  Gerrardfs  Cross, 


9 . Sanitary  Arrangements . 

Work  of  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

General . 

Number  of  Inspections  830 

Number  of  complaints  received  99 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint  114 

Notices  served  145 

Nuisances  abated  by  persons  responsible  130 
House  Nuisances . 


Roofs,  Spouts  & Pavements  repaired;  dirty  houses  cleaned  etc.. 


Drains  W.C 1 s etc . , 

Drains  cleaned  and  repaired  90 

New  Drains  laid  21 

W.C’s  constructed  and  repaired  34 

W.C's  supplied  with  water  28 

Earth  Closets  & Privies  repaired  45 

Food  . 

Seizures  of  unsound  food.  2 

Slaughter  Houses. 

On  register  19 

Inspections  58 

Bake  Houses  . 

On  register  28 

Inspections  65 

5. 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds  & Milkshops . 

On  register 

88 

Cowkeepers  on  register 

74 

Inspections 

219 

Factories  & Workshops. 

On  register 

150 

Inspections 

173 

Housing . 

Number  of  houses  of  which  private 

plans 

have  been  approved 

by  the  Council. 

282 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Council 

under  the  Housing 

Act  1919. 

Burnham  16 
Denham  8 
Eton  Wick  8 
Farnham  Royal  8 
Gerrards  Cross  16 
Iver  20 
Langley  30 
Stoke  14., 
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In  the  Parishes  of  Denham,  Iver  and  Wraysbury,  three  building 
estates  have  been  started,  respectively.  Willow  Bank  Estate, 
Richings  Estate  and  Sunnymeads . 

(1 ) Unfit  dwelling  houses. 

Inspection  - (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  Inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  501 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District  Regulations ,1910 .63 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous,  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  19 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  Sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  72 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  Officers  47 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A - Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing 

Town  Planning  etc..  Act.  1919. 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which) 

) dealt  with 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ) above. 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit:- 

(a ) By  Owners . 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  Owners  of  the  intention  to  Close.  Nil 

A.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  253 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  : - 197 

(a)  By  Owners  197 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners:-  Nil. 

B.  Proceedings  under  section  17  & 18  of  the  Housing  Town 
Planning  etc..  Act  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders.  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  orders  were  made.  Nil. 
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(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit.  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders,  Nil. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

There  has  been  no  marked  incidents  of  any  infectious  disease 
during  1925.  The  Isolation  Hospital  admitted  from  the  Eton 
Rural  District  19  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 

23  cases  of  Diptheria . 

2 cases  of  Typhoid. 

44 

as  against  52  notified,  the  balance  being  isolated  at  home. 
All  the  cases  of  home  isolation  are  enquired  into,  and  super- 
vised where  possible . 

No  use  has  been  made  of  the  Shick  and  Dick  tests.  Diptheria 
anti-toxin  is  used  directly  on  admission  of  the  case  and 
facilities  are  given  for  the  practitioners  in  the  district  to 
obtain  this  free  of  cost . 
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Tuberculosis 


New 

Cases  . 

Deaths . 

Age  Period. 

Pulmonary 

Non -pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

2 

1 

i 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

10 

1 

1 

3 

15 

1 

1 

1 

20 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

25 

5 

2 

35 

1 

2 

45 

2 

1 

1 

55 

65  a Upwards. 

i 

10 

3 

7 

7 

! 



4 

10 

1 

1 
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Notifiable  disea  se  s_  _other^  than  tuberculosis. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
notified . 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital . 

Total 
Deaths . 

Small  Pox 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

19 

nil 

Diptheria 

23 

23 

nil 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratypho: 

Ld)  . 2 

2 

nil 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

nil 

2 

Pneumonia 

25 

nil 

17 

© . 

Qnthalmia  Monatorum. 


unly  one  case  of  this  disease  was  reported  to  me,  and  cleared 
up  without  impairment  of  vision. 

This  case  was  treated  at  home. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk.  Samples  of  milk  are  taken  and  analysed  under  the 
aegis  of  the  County  Council,  and  steps  taken  oy  them  if  necessary. 
Three  licenses  have  been  granted  for  the  sale  of  milk  under 
special  designations.  (Milk  Order  1923). 

No  refusal  or  revocation  of  registration  has  taken  place. 

Meat.  Under  the  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations  1924,  continuous 
inspections  are  made  of  Slaughter  Houses  ane  ohops  • 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  have  an  inspector  at 

slaughtering,  but  their  visits  are  made  at  unannounced  hours, 
and  every  slaughter  house  thus  gets  its  periodic  inspection. 

There  are  no  public  slaughter •houses  in  this  district. 

Private  Slaughter  Houses . 

In  1920.  In  January  1925.  In  December  1925. 


Registered 

21 

21 

21 

Licensed 

2 

2 

2 

T — 

■ — 

23 

23 

23 

- — 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  faithful  Servant, 


